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I MINAʹTRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 

2021 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Bill No.      

Introduced by: James C. Moylan 

Christopher M. Duenas 

V. Anthony Ada

AN ACT TO AMEND § 8104 OF CHAPTER 8, TITLE 5, 

GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO 

MANDATING THAT ANY MEETING BETWEEN THE 

GOVERNOR AND ALL SENATORS OF THE GUAM 

LEGISLATURE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE 

PROVISIONS OF THE OPEN MEETINGS STATUTE IN 

GUAM LAW.  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF GUAM: 1 

Section 1. Legislative Findings and Intent.  I Liheslaturan Guåhan finds 2 

that Guam law allows any meeting called by the Governor of Guam, where they 3 

invite Senators of the Guam Legislature, to be closed to the public, and likewise 4 

any meeting where the Speaker of the Guam Legislature invites the Governor to 5 

meet with the Senators of the Guam Legislature, that discussion can also be in a 6 

secret environment.  While these meetings may not involve deliberations, actions, 7 

decisions, or even a vote, such meetings comprise of intricate conversations which 8 

impact the community and should never be closed to the public. 9 

It is understood that there are circumstances when a government meeting can 10 

remain closed, such as a caucus, or strategic discussions among elected officials, 11 

but when all elected officials from Guam’s Executive and Legislative branches 12 

officially meet in one room, this conversation should never be held in secret. 13 
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Advising the media on the content of the meeting, after the meeting concludes is 1 

not exactly an act of transparency.  This Act would assure that any meeting 2 

between a Governor and all Senators shall follow the guidelines pursuant to 3 

Guam’s “Open Meetings” statutes.     4 

Section 2.  § 8104 of Chapter 8, Title 5, Guam Code Annotated, is hereby 5 

amended to read as follows: 6 

§ 8104. Definitions.  7 

(a) (1) Public agency includes any board, commission or comparable unit of 8 

government, any of whose members are elected, appointed by I Maga’lahen 9 

Guåhan or appointed by I Liheslatura; any non-profit corporation created by one 10 

(1) or more public agencies or I Liheslatura, and whose board of directors is 11 

appointed by such public agencies or by I Maga’lahen Guåhan or I Liheslatura, 12 

and which is formed to acquire, construct, reconstruct, maintain or operate any 13 

public work project, or any board, commission, committee or other body on which 14 

officers of a public agency serve in their official capacity as members and which is 15 

supported in whole or in part by funds provided by such agency, whether such 16 

board, commission, committee or other body is organized and operated by such 17 

local agency or by a private corporation.  18 

(2) Public agency also includes any advisory commission, advisory 19 

committee, or advisory body of a public agency, created by law, resolution, or any 20 

similar formal action of a public agency.  21 

(3) The Legislature is a public agency when it is holding a daily session, but 22 

meetings of political caucuses composed of members of the Legislature are not 23 

required to be conducted in public.  24 

(4) A Committee of a Legislature is a public agency when it is holding a 25 

hearing but committee meetings other than hearings are not required to be 26 

conducted in public.  27 
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(5) (A) Public Notice, as used in this Chapter, means a publication by 1 

newspaper of general circulation or by radio or television which is 2 

reasonably calculated to provide notice of the facts it announces to the 3 

public at large, and by electronic publication on the Guam Public Notice 4 

Website.  5 

(B) As used in this item, newspaper of general circulation means a 6 

newspaper which is printed and distributed not less than once a week, at 7 

regular intervals, throughout the territory of Guam, which has a paid 8 

circulation and holds a valid second-class mailing permit from the United 9 

States Post Office, and which contains news, articles of opinion, features, 10 

and other matters of current interest published for public dissemination.  11 

(C) Government entities that access cable channels shall also be 12 

required to broadcast public notices on that channel for that respective 13 

branch of government. 14 

(6) When I Maga’hagan Guåhan requests for a meeting with all Senators of 15 

I Liheslaturan Guåhan through the Speaker of I Liheslaturan Guåhan, or if the 16 

Speaker of I Liheslaturan Guåhan requests for a meeting between I Maga’hagan 17 

Guåhan and all Senators of I Liheslaturan Guåhan, the meeting location shall be 18 

considered a public agency, and that meeting shall be subject to the requirements 19 

of an Open Meeting, pursuant to § 8103 of this Chapter.   20 

(b) Meeting means the convening of a governing body of a public agency for 21 

which a quorum is required in order to make a decision or to deliberate toward a 22 

decision on any matter, except when I Maga’hagan Guåhan requests for a meeting 23 

with all Senators of I Liheslaturan Guåhan through the Speaker of I Liheslaturan 24 

Guåhan, or the Speaker of I Liheslaturan Guåhan requests for a meeting between I 25 

Maga’hagan Guåhan and all Senators of I Liheslaturan Guåhan, in which case, 26 

such a meeting shall be subject to the requirements of an Open Meeting, pursuant 27 
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to § 8103 of this Chapter. Meeting does not include any on-site inspection of any 1 

project or program. 2 

(c) Action taken means a collective decision made by a majority of the 3 

members of a public agency, a collective commitment or promise by a majority of 4 

the members of a public agency to make a positive or a negative decision, or an 5 

actual vote by a majority of the members of a public agency when sitting as a body 6 

or entity, upon a motion, proposal, resolution or order, except when I Maga’hagan 7 

Guåhan requests for a meeting with all Senators of I Liheslaturan Guåhan, or the 8 

Speaker of I Liheslaturan Guåhan requests for a meeting between I Maga’hagan 9 

Guåhan and all Senators of I Liheslaturan Guåhan, in which case, such a meeting, 10 

even if no action, pursuant to the definition in this subsection, is pursued, shall be 11 

subject to the requirements of an Open Meeting, pursuant to § 8103 of this 12 

Chapter. 13 

Section 3. Severability. If any provision of this Act or its application to 14 

any person or circumstance is found to be invalid or contrary to law, such 15 

invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this Act that can be 16 

given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the 17 

provisions of this Act are severable. 18 

Section 4.  Effective Date.  The act shall be effective immediately upon 19 

enactment.   20 




